
March 31, 2020

GARCIA’S MISSION 
Dear Church Family, 
I am certain we all have experienced a chaotic and abnormal month this March. It has been 
difficult to organize my thoughts so this month I will share dates that stood out for Angel 

and me. 


March 2nd: I went to the hospital with a 
fever of 104 and found out I had parasites. It 
took a few days and medicine to feel better, 
but I am fully recovered.

March 3: The Manna team received an email 
that a tornado devastated fellow team 
members Chad and Jill Mynatt's’ house in 
Cookeville Tennessee. Their house was 
annihilated, others they know lost family, yet 
God protected all the Mynatts. Their 
daughter Harper suffered from a head injury 
and is still recovering in the hospital.  Jill got 
some broken bones, and Chad and their son 

Major only received surface wounds. We get facebook updates on how they are constantly, 
and are still praying for them. 

March 5th: My birthday. Angel, our friends, and some of the students arranged a cake and 
surprised me. Though I was still sick, the thought was very sweet and it was a good day. 

March 6th: Groups cancelations. We were meant to have 4 groups this spring, however all 
but one canceled due to the worry of COVID-19. Our whole Spring Break Group season 
changed and the team had to make some major adjustments. Jeff and Jordan were no 
longer going to come to the DR, nor Chad and Jill. Senior Director of groups, Shack, had to 
change his plans to come down for the one group that visited, University of Chattanooga 
Tennessee (UTC).

March 9th: The UTC group participated in my English class. My students introduced them 
in English and the group introduced the students in Spanish. It was awkward, hard to 
understand, and difficult to keep a straight face sometimes; and it was so amazing to watch 
these students go outside their comfort zones. After that class, there was so much 
intentionality on the group’s side to get to know the Manna students and create friendship. 
They were an amazing group, they showed unconditional love to strangers, served 
wherever they could, and reenergized the team. I believe God made sure that the UTC team 
would come down despite what was going on in the world. 

March 15th: The school district sent out a notification that there would be no school the 
16th and 17th. Here, the government uses public schools as places to vote and elections 
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took place the 15th. Because of that the Ministry of Education wanted staff to clean their 
schools in order to lesson the chance of students getting sick 
or getting COVID-19. Even though our school isn’t used for 
voting we deep cleaned the school, kitchen, and pad. There 
was a lot of sweat and a lot of bleach, but I greatly enjoyed 
sharing with those I work with while the kids were not there. 

March 17th: The quarantine was announced, and the 
president said that school would possibly return April 13th. 
There are some schools are doing class virtually, but only in 
the bigger cities to students have better access to computers 
and reliable internet. So for us, we were not sure how we 
could keep our students productive but not give them 
impossible tasks with the lack of resources. Talking with 
Jordan and Luma, the school’s Dominican principle, we 
decided we would try and teach and send materials through 
What’sApp. It is a messaging and calling application used by 
almost all our students. So far it was been going very well and 
I am grateful we can still be productive during our time of shutting in. 

March 20th: We temporarily moved to Santiago. In Santiago there is an apartment that 
missionaries can use, it is very close to a supermarket, and there is almost always power 
and internet service. It has been helpful being here to send our homework, keep in contact 
with the Manna team that is stateside, and talk to family. We are still in Santiago, spending 
each day video chatting family, messaging the students, and finding workout videos on 
youtube. The quarantine has caused us to be creative with our time, but has also given us 
no excuse to not make time for focusing on our relationship with God. Each day there is 
ample time to do our studies, read His Word, pray, and read the books I have been wanting 
to read. There are blessings in disguise all around us, now we have the time to find them.


Prayers 
I have been reading a book called Fervent, and it talks about prayers true power and how 
the enemy does not want us to be aware of it. Since then I have thought often of our war 
against not flesh and blood and how right now a good example of that. Please pray we do 

not live in fear, do not point the finger at the wrong person, and that 
we go to God confident that He is listening. 

Pray for this time of social distancing that we can still maintain our 
relationships with those we are pouring into. That they still feel loved 
by us. 

We ask for prayers to stay focused and use our time on the things 
that truly matter and to not waste the days away when we have now 
been granted so much time to talk to those we love and give our 
days to Our Father.


I get emails from NMC and we will continue to pray for those that are 
going through hurt or hardship. Stay safe during this time and do not 
live in fear. 

For our struggle is not 
against flesh and 
blood, but against the 
authorities, against 
the powers of this 
dark world and 
against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. 

EPHESIANS 6:12

If you would like more details/information contact us using:  
App: What’sApp: +1(809)406-2310 Gmail: kiera@wearemanna.org 
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